

		
		

		
		

		
		
		


		
		

			
				Veterans Salute Discount


				Calling all veterans and active duty military personnel! West Virginia State Parks thanks you for your service. To show our appreciation, we’re offering 10% off all lodge room, cabins and campsites. Every day. Just use code VETS10 when you make your reservation and present a valid military ID at check in.

*Some exclusions apply.

*Offer is not available at Stonewall Resort State Park. A valid military ID must be presented at check in. 
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			About This Park


			
				The heritage of early West Virginia and the pioneer spirit of Watters Smith are both preserved in the homestead restoration at this 532-acre historical park. This historical park, located in Harrison County, features log cabins, period-accurate buildings and a museum that depicts pioneer life from 1796 to the early 1900s. The grounds are open to picnicking and hiking, and the park also is a popular site for birdwatching. The museum and Smith Home are open on select days between Memorial Day and Labor Day.


			

		

	

	

		
												
						This park does not offer overnight accommodations within the park. 

					

							
			
			
				
					Activities

					
					Select an activity below to learn more
					

																								
										
											
												



	
	
	
	



											

											Biking
										
										Biking

											
Come enjoy a scenic bike ride along the leisurely trails to get back in touch with nature. A perfect activity for a spontaneous day trip!

Note: The gate for the roadway leading to the park office and trail head is open year-round unless weather conditions prohibit access.


										

									
	
										
											
												





											

											Camping
										
										Camping

											
Watters Smith is a day-use park, but you’re never far from a campground in West Virginia. Try these nearby parks:

Tygart Lake State Park

Audra State Park

Holly River State Park


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



											

											Geocaching
										
										Geocaching

											
See what treasure could be buried right in your own backyard with geocaching! All you need is a smartphone with GPS and a spirit for adventure! 


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	



											

											Hiking
										
										Hiking

											
There’s no better place for a hike than Watters Smith Memorial State Park! Hiking trails are available with plenty of opportunities for great birdwatching along the way. The park superintendent includes sightings in monthly reports, and those blooming, singing and nesting observations are recorded here .


										

									
	
										
											
												





											

											Museums & Historical Sites
										
										Museums & Historical Sites

											
The Smith residence, built in 1876 to replace the original log cabin, has been refurbished and serves as a museum containing many period-accurate furnishings. A commemorative stone and bronze monument of Smith marks the site of the original log cabin. Buildings on the grounds include a horse and cattle barn, mill room, corn crib, hog pen, smokehouse, food storage cellar, woodworking shop, blacksmith shop and a farm barn where equipment and hay was stored.

Guided tours of the museum are offered on certain weekends, Memorial Day through Labor Day. The museum and Smith Home hours are from 2-4 p.m. on the following dates in 2022:

May 28-29

June 18

June 25

July 2-3

July 16-17

July 23-24

Aug 6-7

Aug 13

Sept 3-4


										

									


											
										
										
						Attraction is located outside of the park.
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						Contact

							
								Phone: 
								
									304-745-3081
								
							
	
								Email: 
								
									watterssmithsp@wv.gov
								
							
	
								Address: 
								
									831 RR 3, Duck Creek Rd.,
									Lost Creek,									
									WV 26385																											
								
							


					

					
						 						 	
						 						
					
					
				

			

	

	
		
	
	

					
		
			

		
				
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																			History

										The land that is now Watters Smith Memorial State Park was settled in 1796 by Watters Smith and his wife Elizabeth. The couple built a home, farmed the land and raised eight children. In 1876, Smith’s great-grandson, Alexander, reconstructed the family’s original hand-hewn log cabin. The land was donated to the West Virginia Parks system in 1949 when Burr Smith willed the 236-acre farm to the state with instructions it be developed into a park honoring his great-great-grandfather. Today the cabin is used as one of two museums in the park. The farm was operated as a family business for four generations, and the implements on display in the museums and in the barns and sheds were used to keep it running.


																		
																		
																																										
							

																		
									
				
									
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																			Additional Information 

										Picnicking

Bring along your homemade goodies for a delicious picnic in the park! Watters Smith Memorial State Park has a large picnic area equipped with game courts. You can also enjoy hiking and biking trails and an activity building that can seat up to 60 people.


																		
																		
																																										
							

																		
									
				
										
																		
																							
			

		
	
		
			
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
													
								Nearby Attractions

								
									
																				
											Holly River State Park

											A favorite among nature lovers, Holly River is known for its hiking trails and scenic waterfalls. The park has cabins, camping facilities, a restaurant and swimming pool.


										

																				
											Philippi Covered Bridge

											This historic bridge spanning the Tygart River is the oldest and longest covered bridge in West Virginia and is still in use today. Built in 1852, the bridge was used by both Confederate and Union armies and it played a key role in the Battle of Philippi – the first land battle of the Civil War.


										

																				
											Prickett’s Fort State Park

											The rustic log fort is a reconstruction of the original Prickett’s Fort and is a living history site where interpreters recreate late 18th century life on the western frontier through period dress and craft demonstrations


										

																				
											Teter Creek Wildlife Management Area

											Teter Creek’s 137 acres include the 35-acre, trout-stocked Teter Creek Lake and 20 tent/trailer campsites. Hunting prospects include deer, grouse, turkey, squirrel and waterfowl.


										

																				
											Tygart Lake State Park

											Located about an hour from Watters Smith, this park is a cozy, quiet getaway for couples and families. Tygart Lake State Park visitors enjoy hiking and golfing, and fishing and boating on the 10-mile long, 1,750-acre Tygart Lake. The park also offers lodging, cabin rentals and camping.


										

																				
											Valley Falls State Park

											This day-use park is a popular destination for hiking, fishing and picnicking. The park’s beauty is enhanced by series of foaming waterfalls on the Tygart River. Once the site of a thriving railroad community, the land still bears remnants of the 19th century sawmill and gristmill that operated along the river.


										

																				
											West Virginia State Wildlife Center

											View West Virginia’s unique wildlife up close and personal. The West Virginia Wildlife Center houses 29 species of animals that can be viewed along a 1.25-mile long interpretive trail through the forest. Facilities here include a gift shop and picnic area.
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            There are no events scheduled at this time. Check back for updates to the schedule.
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